gvervone knows that obta-
jning decent housine is the
main nrohlem facing people

housing. '
present government policy

js to reduce the population the Greater Vancouver Mental depressed state of the con
u} pjverview Hospital. Riv- Health Service as short-stav structing industry, CMHC no
pTView had 2,M69 in-patients hostels, : longer promises to under-
sn Dec. 1972; 1,569 in Dec. Society has 1 long- WTit? loans for Exi§tinp
1074, a dron of 490, All stay (6month) 24 hour staf- housing, for non-profit or-
yerv well for those who got fed hﬂStEl. with 11 ?Ed%. ganizations such as MPA
out--if they found a decent Mental Patients Association (MHC's new policv is to nut
nlace to live. has 5 houses w%th an average up money for new construct-
In these times of an ac- of O beds apiece, (Copast tion,
gte shortage of housing for  Foundation has a 25 suite We have concentrated on
everyone in Vancouver, where  apartment block to accommo- Soduiring large  centrally
can ex-patients locate? date about 30 adults, and a located, older homes as the
Some go to government- best and cheapest type of

eupported psychiatric board-
ing homes in the city, (9
licenced homes and 7 unlic-
enced, presently housing 1R3
people). 0f  these place
ments a substantial number
could 1live independently if
thev could be placed in Sub
-gidized housing situations.
Aind a certain percentage are
extremely difficult to place
because they mneed 24 hour
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care and

boarding homes
vide on a continuing bhasis.
There is presently a waiting

Riverview;
thev are heing taken over by of

long waiting
ver Fmotional Fmergencv Cen-
tre has
hostel.
At least several
artment hlocks
independent living are need-
ed to serve the clientele of
the community mental health
teams throughout the citv.
And
halfway houses could he fil-

supervision which
cannot Pro=-

CMHC .

now we hear that PReacting to

list. Vancou-

a 5 bed short-stay

more ap-=

for semi- be our last.

housing
least 2?2 more MPA

the official publication of

the MENTAL PATIFNTS ASSNCIATINN, 2146 Yew St,

Vancouver, 738-5177.

1 would like this to be
put into the nutshell. I
would like to tell you a
1ittle about my life before

1 became a member of MPA.
What I can remember about my
childhood wasn't very pleas-

ant, I started withdrawing
Just after my grandmother
died. I was T years old
then and she was my example

in 1ife and suddenly she was
gone, then from that time on
I was vwvery withdrawn. I
also had to be put into a
foster home as my mother had
to go work and she had no-
body to take care of me as
0y mother and father were
divorced when I was 9 months
old. I stayed with these
People from 7 until I was 13
Jeéars of age. For six years

only saw my mother on the
Weekend and sometimes not
E¥en then. I never hit it
off with my foster parents,
28 to them I was just extra
- Heney. They used to beat me.
I tried telling my mother
" but  she wouldn't listen. I
through 6 years of this

My young life was spent in
jail. I had twe children-

Shawn and Todd. Shawn I had
te put up for adoption as I

wasn't capable of locking
after him. It hit me hard

but I did it for his own
good. Then about 2 years

later Todd came along and I
decided I wanted to keep
Todd. He was a very sick
baby when he was born. He
took seizures, then one
night after his first
birthday I decided I had to
get out of the house 30 1
went to Bingec. That's when
my baby died. He htad a
seizure in his sleep. Uh
God. I found him next morn-
ing dead 4in his bed. Oh how
I blamed myself for years

after until a very good
friend of mine introduced me
to MPA. T was 1into the
razor blade kieck at the time
I needed desperately to
talk.to someone but I was
scared.

I can lock back on ﬁhis Iow,
and I thank God MPA was a-

round when I needed it. My

this hleak

coming out of hospital. _ )
gyervone, that is, but the list for  Thoarding home been ﬂ?]& to buy 4 of our

ovincial government, which placement. proverties. Put now this
B uld he providing money "Mfista" and '""Yenture" federal government Ffunding
i:: mortgages for additional serve as halfway houses for source mawv drying wup.

the grim state
the national ecomnomy and

accommodation for people on
social assistance.
our most recent application
for a mortpape was met with
a lot of onposition, and may

If the federal government
will no longer heln to alle-
viate the crucial ex-patient
situation,
going to have to look to the
provincial government
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However,

We are

OH GIVE ME A HOME

led if we had them.

Intensifving
picture is the new policy of
Through C(MHC we have

for

i
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necessary funding, for, after

all, they created the orob-

lem hy reducing the hospital -
porulation, We sugpest that

the Nepartments of Health,

Human Pesources, and Housing

get topether to Ilook into

the present dilerma, ™PA is
willinsitn undertake the iob
of finding and filling addi-
tional houses, hut we need
100% mortgaging at R
to accommlish this. We also
need 2 residence coordinater
salaries per house,

MM a more optimistic
note is MPA's involvement
with the Ad Moc Committee on
Commmity Pesources for Per-
sons with Psvchiatric Niffi-
culties, This committee,
chaired by Health Sciences
social worker Palph Ruckley,
Tenresents practically everv
eroun, hoth government and
private, involved in bousing
ex-natients in the citv, and
is nutting together a com-
rrehensive nlan in terms of

immediate needs. This is
the first time such a large
renresentative groun has

come together over the cru-
cial housing issue, Their
plan will re forwarded shor
-tly to the nrovincial gov-
ernment.

Fran's note: The DTO=
posal to the Vancouver Pe-
source Roard for funding for
a Crisis House and Transit-
ion House is floundering.
Agains its the old business
nf who 1is goine to pay for da
it, At the January 16th =
meetine of the Vancouver Re= = =
source PRoard it was Felt
that crisis housing must
have funding that is shared
hetween various government
departments. This will take
nothing but time and there
is alwavs the possibility of
losing the oprinciple that
housing should he controlles
by communitv-controlled mod
-els rather than by fhﬁ"_'?_
ical model,

There i1s some hone
the Transition House in t
the VRR Fudget Cormittee has
recommended asking for addi
tional funds from the denar.
tment for an initial house. 9

Friends who freaked out on
this issue: Delores,Tacky Fve
Nennis, Rarrv,lobn Kurtz and
Anita and Porothy Phillins... ‘

Patty, Jane and Barb..ic.enes i~
wouldn't  have my e

A e PR w e m . L g e



