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nt The MPA residence on 10th.
Mvenue is found 1n a quite

Les, oﬂhﬂaﬁvqﬁcklng house with

s peige front on a pleasant,
Bree-lined street in Kitsil-
Bro. This is the old Kitsil-
Bno of single family homes
in wood and stone, a remnant
mow when developers routine-
By bulldoze the old homes
gnd green lawns to make way
for luxury condominiums with
Macuzzl bathes for the chic
get. But the condominiums
gluster further down towards
®he beaches and, for the
fime being, the neighbour-
good of the MPA residence
i€ left in peace. Only the
Qbizzin: of traffic from nearby
proadvay and the occasional
0g disturb the serenity
Bf 10th.Avernue.
Damp mattresses and un-
yanced bed frames clutter
Bhe residence’s veranda,
BEBiTYing to movement in and
pur of the house. After
D€ respectable beige facade,
hEPlHL:ﬂﬂhepple-green
plaircase in the hall is &a
PUrprise, although the kit-
Fc and living room are
Bpotless ang soberly furn-
hEd 10 the pf:.lnL of ster-
lity, However, a big, new
MEIE0 softens T}We austerity
theimvn1”h1ngc with good
sic,
ThEre 18 space in the
_’ for eight people who
puRle umu'bedraamu. At
Pelent. o1y o, people
b th"‘r Ivan, Marvin,
f'! Frﬁﬂclﬂ,lﬂlre and
& They apy ived there
Wgh varioys routes, per-
SES Teferred by the Vancouv-
| ES0urces Boayd which
*“ & boarding house direct-
' ~or PeErkapg through Look-
ty an Clergency housing
!Jﬁftﬂﬁuﬁh Puts up homeless
H!;;;Elzmmtlgnal crises.
‘ind their way
ﬁh.e OF the six MPpa
“ -8 af'ter a gtint
tal hospital. The
.J HHLEE Provide a pericd
ansltlmn in which an
ient €€te used to being
M€ outeide agein,

;iﬁ & early days MPA used

.l ,{5

and the generosity of the
Canadian Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation soon convinc-
ed it of the advantages of
owning them. Now MPA owns
five of its six residences,
including the one on 10th.
Ave. which it set up about
four years ago.

The Vancouver Resources
Board provides block payments
to MPA to cover the housing
and good costs of people in
each of the residences,
MPA, in turn, administers
to its residences scatter-
ed throughout the city through
residence co-ordinators like
Charlene and Eve of the 10th.
Ave. house.

An important point - Char-
lene and Eve are elected by
the people in the 192th. Ave.

house. They do not live
there. MPA's housing pro-
gramme, like all its other

activities, runs on the prin-
ciple of participatory dem-
ocracy. In fact, the 10th.
Ave, residence is a communal
house in which all members
are expected to help make de-
cisions, cook meals and do
chores. No one lives in the
residence without first be--
ing elected to a vacant place
by other members of the
household. The average per-
son stays about four months,
Unlike boarding houses
where ex-mental patients
often find themselves gov-
erned by an almost military
discipline of curfews and
reveilles, people at the
10th. Ave. house mostly gov-
ern themselves, although
sometimes under the guidance
of the coordinators.

Marvin, who after a year's
residency is the senior memben
says that he likes the house
because there is less super-
vigion than at a boarding
house, But some people, he
says, may need the structure
and supervison of a regular
bearding house,

"I was real lazy when I
firgt came here and they
really had to push me " he

smiles.
At a weekly Monday meeting,

;, hougeg for ites memb-
t-raluctant landlords

the people at the loth. Ave |

meals, the shopping list and
hmusehmld chores. These sare
handed out to each member

of the house on g rotating
basis,

One major meal a day is
Planned, usually for supper-
time. And washing up duties
are also spelt out clearly,

The fare at the 10th. Ave.
house is simple but substant-
ial, a "meat and potatoes"
diet as Charlene says but
then quickly adds that people
in her house also eat fish,
fresh vegetables and good
cereals. Breakfast and lunch
foods are also stocked in
the bright kitchen but in-
dividual members prepare these
for themselves. There's room,
too, on the shopping list
for personal requests if
they're not too expensive,
The emphasis at 10th. Ave.
is on DO! rather than DON'T/
People are expected to take
an active part in running
their own lives, a skill that
people can forget during per-
iods of institutionalization.
Naturally, there are a few
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‘are outlawed on the premises,
Sleeping on the couches down
n the living room is dis~-
couraged for fear of creat-
ing & crash-pad atmosphere,
though house guests ars OCC-
asionally put up in the mem-
bers' bedroomns., People at
the 10th. Ave. house seem to
regard these rules as
necessary.

Of course, as in all C Omm-
unal houses, some people
Just don't work out. There
}are currently two vacancies
Ain the house dueto the ex-
pulsion of two women in Nov-
ember. As in admissions,
€xpulsions take place thraugh
a democratic vote by the
people in the house.

One woman was kicked out
because she was "too self-
indulgent with her madness"
which, at one point, involved
gross behaviour on the front
porch. Marvin said they were
afraid she would frighten the
neighbours. "Normally" he
said "we get along with the

Continued on next page...

prohobitions. Booze and drugs

reaidence plan out the week s |
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neighbours real well. 1In the
summertime we used to talk a
lot with them out in the
yard,"
The other woman was
kicked out because she
was "ripping off the house
of energy and even money".
The house is now rath-
er shaken by the episode
and not in a hurry to fill
the vacancies without con-
sidering applicants very
carefully. As Charlene
says "Houses have cycles
and when a house is

shakey because it's had to
deal with a couple of ‘real
bananas, it gets choosey
about who it's going to let
inM

The remaining members of
the house regard it as g
good thing. Dawn says its
the first home she's ever
had after years spent in
foster homes,

Mike says the house offers
him security. "I'd like to
get some money together" he
says. "I'll worry about what
I'm going to do later."

While all residents in
an MPA house, not all members

take an equal part of MPA's
other activities like the

drop-in centre, Mike even
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complained that there werpe
too many "weirdoes" over gt
the drop-in centre. Mayhe |
was joking.

Ivan and Marvin, on the
Other hand, regularly atten
MPA business meetings and
outings. Ivan particularly
likes the weekly MPA Mysten
4k i 50 < b

Marvin enjoys playing
basketball with his firnds
He used to drink and smoke
heavily, he says, but now
Just goes and gets drunk
once in a while,

People at the 10th,Ave,
house seem determined to op
come their recent problems
and get the house going ags

As Sandy says, "I think
there's a kind of core grov
in each house which deterni
the character of the house
In our house, for example, §
a lot of us are interested
in getting off medication. 8
We are definitely not inter
ested in having people in
the house who only use it
without contributing."

And people at 10th. Avé
are proud, too, of the ho®
that they've made for them
selves. As one enthusiashif
member exclaimed, "This pl&ge
lhas got a lot of class!"




